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Co-Chairs 
Jane and Scott Brown are active members of the Northern Virginia Jewish community. They came to 

our area in 1987 when Scott was hired as Assistant Director, in charge of programming, of the new 

Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia. Professionally, Scott is Vice President for Leadership 

Coaching of Hillel International and also runs his own leadership coaching business. Jane Schapiro is an 

author and an academic advisor at George Mason University. The Browns were instrumental in helping 

the J establish and fund a community shlichut (emissary) program, which brings young Israelis to live 

and work in Northern Virginia. Scott currently serves as the J’s Board President. 

 

Connie and Alvin Pesachowitz have been involved with the J since its inception. They have both served 

as President of the JCCNV Board; Connie currently serves as Immediate Past President. Under Connie’s 

leadership, the J’s strategic initiative, Vision 2020, was completed and the early stages of 

implementation began.  Al brings 30+ years of federal management and business skills to the campaign, 

as well as his previous board involvement with The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and 

Jewish Community Centers of America. Connie brings her history as the J’s Programming Director and 

her leadership of JCC Maccabi ArtsFest®, when it was hosted by our J in 2008. Connie and Al are 

steadfast supporters of the J. 

 

BJ and Allon Shiff are longtime members of the JCCNV and are active in the Northern Virginia Jewish 

community. Allon is a recent Past President of the J. During his tenure, our strategic planning process 

was initiated. Since childhood, the J was an important influence on BJ as she volunteered with her 

parents who were board members. She is currently a lay leader for our Cultural Arts program, utilizing 

her communications background. Allon is involved with our Health, Fitness and Aquatics department. 

 

Campaign Staff 
Jeff Dannick, Executive Director, was hired in 2011. With a background in fundraising and theater 

management, Jeff has led the board and staff through the strategic thinking process that will guide our 

growth. He serves as the lead staff person and articulates the campaign vision. 

 

Michelle Pearlstein, Development Director, grew up attending the J’s Camp Achva and is active as a 

professional and lay leader in the Northern Virginia Jewish community. Michelle coordinates day to day 

campaign activities while implementing the J’s annual development programs to achieve fiscal goals. 

 

David Valinsky, Campaign Consultant, brings 25+ years of JCC management and fundraising 

experience to the team, providing guidance and direction to leaders and staff to ensure success. David 

is an independent fundraising consultant and specializes in campaigns of all sizes. 


