
 

 

OUR J.    OUR COMMUNITY.   OUR FUTURE. 
 

CASE FOR SUPPORT 
 

OUR ROOTS 

In the late 1970s, after being served by the JCC of Greater Washington in Rockville as an 

outreach program, volunteers in the Northern Virginia Jewish community organized two 

events which unexpectedly drew thousands of participants. The success of those programs 

clearly indicated the strong need for a home of our own—a Jewish Community Center in 

Northern Virginia.  

 

In 1980, with the help of volunteers, limited staff, and an ignited community, the dream 

was realized and the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia (the J) officially began 

operation and soon purchased a temporary home on Little River Turnpike. The building, 

now affectionately known as the “White House,” served as an interim facility until funds 

could be raised for a permanent structure. With the support of the greater Washington 

Jewish community, the Henry S. Reich building celebrated its grand opening in 1990 with a 

community-wide event including a dedication by then-Governor Douglas Wilder.   

 

 

OUR J.  MAKING A DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY  

Today, the Jewish community in Northern Virginia exceeds 130,000 people and is served by 

more than 20 religious institutions. The J plays a unique role, helping to connect the 

15,000+ individuals we touch every year across all ages, life interests and locations in the 

region. Our vast array of programs and services creates a safe place for expression and 

cultivation of personal identity—a place to join friends and be a part of a large, vibrant 

community whose roots began with a few of individuals who wanted to make a difference.  

 

Each day, in every way, families and individuals experience great things both in our building 

and throughout the community. Some of these outstanding programs include: 

 Approximately 1,000 children ranging in age from 6 weeks to 18 years participate 

in infant care, two preschool sites, summer camp, dance, before-and-after school 

care, and teen programs through our dynamic Family Services Department. 

 Our J’s award-winning Special Needs Department serves more than 2,500 

individuals, families, community employees, and friends through social, 

recreational, educational, inclusive, and/or leisure programming. 

 The thriving Adult Services programs engage more than 1,000 adults ages 55+ 

per month at the J and five satellite locations throughout Northern Virginia.  



 

 

 The exceptional Shiri Rahamim Shlichut Program brings young Israeli adults to 

live and work as emissaries in our community, deepening connections between 

Northern Virginians and Israel.  

 Our Cultural Arts programming celebrates the breadth and depth of Judaism’s 

culture including performing arts, author events, two film festivals, a culinary 

festival, and fine arts gallery exhibitions. Arts at the J touch the lives of more 

than 6,000 community members each year. 

 Lively fitness classes improve wellness for more than 500 participants each week, 

a great complement to the individuals who work out on their own and with our 

fitness trainers or who swim in our pool. 

 

 

OUR COMMUNITY.  A VISION FOR CHANGE                                 

The J’s strategic goals are to meet people where they are – physically, spiritually, 

emotionally, and intellectually – building Jewish connection, community and a sense of 

belonging to the Jewish people.  

 

As one of the largest Jewish institutions in Northern Virginia, it is our responsibility to 

engage communities beyond the area immediately surrounding the JCC in Fairfax. 

Our work already takes us to Arlington, Alexandria, Prince William and Loudoun 

counties. Further expansion is needed to make engaging in Jewish life accessible to 

those who might otherwise perceive the J to be geographically inconvenient. 

 

The J will continue to identify needs and develop programs that will help attract and 

connect a greater percentage of the Northern Virginia Jewish population.  

 
 
OUR FUTURE.  A LASTING LEGACY 

Across North America the Jewish community faces the challenges of falling affiliation rates 

and rising disengagement from Jewish life. Despite that, research tells us — and 

experience proves — that younger generations are looking to make meaningful 

connections. Our time is now.  Just as our dedicated leaders and generous donors have 

done before, we must ensure that our J, Northern Virginia’s most diverse gateway to 

Jewish life, continues to serve our community for generations to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

We hold in our hands the opportunity to: 

 Impact individual lives everyday 



 

 

 Create outreach to those who are not yet connected or engaged 

 Express and cultivate Jewish identity and continuity 

 Strengthen our role and impact in the broader Northern Virginia community 

 Ensure the financial sustainability of our Jewish Community Center  

 Leverage the strength and diversity of our programs through partnerships 

 Impact the future of Jewish life in Northern Virginia and beyond 

 

OUR CAMPAIGN 
Join this collective Jewish journey by supporting the capital campaign to redesign several 

core program areas and bolster the foundation for community engagement throughout 

our growing and diverse Jewish community of Northern Virginia.  

 

Much like the visionaries of the 70s and 80s, your investment today will nourish a strong 

Jewish Community Center that meets the community’s needs today, tomorrow and for 

generations to come.  

 

The success of our campaign will enable us to:  

 Transform the original JCC building (the “White House”) into the Smith-Kogod 

Cultural Arts Center. 

 Build a 3,800 sq. ft. expansion for a state of the art fitness center. 

 Provide renovations to nearly 20,000 sq. ft. of existing facilities, including 

the: lobby, main entrance, parking lot, and core infrastructure 

improvements. 

 Renovate the Chaiken Auditorium, including new retractable seating. 

 Renovate locker rooms and provide enhancements to the Health, Fitness 

and Aquatics space. 

 Overhaul HVAC system in our Early Childhood Services wing and update the 

playgrounds. 

 Increase the geographic reach of our programs through satellite locations 

and partnerships with Jewish and secular organizations.                      

 Expand activities and networks for young families and older adults inside 

our building and throughout our community. 

 

 

We invite you to be part of this exciting initiative.  

Together, it is Our J.  Our Community.  Our Future. 


