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Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia announces 2013-2014 Performing Arts Series 
 
FAIRFAX – The Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia (JCCNV) today announced its second Performing 
Arts Series season, which will feature music, theatre, dance, cabaret and family events. Highlights of the season 
include: a concert by the Jewish A Cappella group The Maccabeats; “Jackie Hoffman’s A Chanukah Charol,” 
written and performed by Broadway and television star Jackie Hoffman; “Mister Benny” featuring Tim Newell as 
Jack Benny; and a return engagement of Richmond Ballet II.  
 
JCCNV started a Performing Arts Series last year, under the direction of Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director. “We 
had a wonderful first season, with hundreds of new patrons discovering the JCCNV,” said Kirsch. “The second 
season builds on that momentum, with another diverse array of cultural arts performances, concerts and learning 
opportunities.” 
 
The JCCNV has also commissioned a new family-friendly musical for the coming season. “Cinder-Rachella,” a 
new take on the story of Cinderella with an Israeli twist, will have its world premiere in May 2014. “Cinder-
Rachella” will be written by local playwright Leslie A. Kobylinski, with music by local composer Alvin Smithson. 
Yael Ingel, the JCCNV’s most recent Community Shlicha (emissary) will consult on the project from Israel. The 
project recently received a grant from the Arts Council of Fairfax County, supported by Fairfax County. Additional 
funding and support is coming from First Draft, a local theatre company dedicated to developing new plays 
alongside audiences, supporting DC-area playwrights and partnering with theaters and artists looking to produce 
new work. 
 
The mission of the JCCNV Cultural Arts Department is to demonstrate, illuminate and celebrate the breadth and 
depth of Judaism’s culture, identity, creativity, diversity and resiliency through the performing, visual and literary 
arts. 
 
The JCCNV 2013-2014 Performing Arts Series currently includes the following events: 

    “The Marcy and Zina Show.” Saturday & Sunday, October 19 & 20. The Village Voice said of cabaret 
artists and composers Marcy Heisler and Zina Goldrich, "Bright as two buttons, they sing the songs they 
write with the kind of wit and intelligence of the Dorothys Parker and Fields.”  With musical direction by 
Scott Coulter. 

 “The Law of Return.” Sunday, November 10. A reading of the play by Martin Blank, read by the 
American Ensemble Theater. “The Law of Return” is an original spy thriller, inspired by the factual events 
surrounding the 1984-85 Jonathan Jay Pollard espionage case. 

    “Klezmer Nutcraker Holiday Concert,” with Shirim Klezmer Orchestra from Boston. Saturday, 
November 23. The ultimate holiday concert: a klezmerized version of Tchaikovsky's perennial classic. 
"Klezmer Nutcracker" will make klezmer aficionados plotz and Tchaikovsky fans drop their jaws with 
wonder! 

    “Maurice Sendak’s Pincus & the Pig,” with Shirim Klezmer Orchestra from Boston. Sunday, 
November 24. A Jewish version of Prokofiev's “Peter & the Wolf.” Mr. Sendak re-wrote the narration, 
drawing on his family memories, and Shirim re-wrote the music in a klezmer style. 

    “Jackie Hoffman’s A Chanukah Charol.” Saturday & Sunday, December 7 & 8. In this production, 
created and performed by Broadway and television star and comedienne Jackie Hoffman (Hairspray, 
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Xanadu, The Addams Family, The New Normal), Jackie is forced to examine her life when she is visited 
by the Ghosts of Chanukah Past, Present and Future, and even Molly Picon! 

     “Hava Nagila (The Movie).”  Wednesday, December 25. A documentary romp through the history, 
mystery and meaning of the great Jewish standard. The film follows the ubiquitous party song on its 
fascinating journey. Join us in some Israeli dancing with Markid Mike following the film. 

 “Mister Benny.” Friday-Sunday, January 10-12. Will the real Benjamin Kubelsky please stand up! Jack 
Benny is brought to life by Tim Newell in this one-man play by Mark Humphrey. Tim created the role at 
Jewish Repertory Theatre in Buffalo.  

 The Maccabeats. Sunday, January 19. The Maccabeats have emerged as both Jewish music and a 
cappella phenomena. Strongly committed to the philosophy of Torah u-Madda, the integration of 
traditional and secular wisdom, the Maccabeats perform an eclectic array of Jewish, American, and Israeli 
songs.  

 “Jews Who Rock.” Sunday, January 26. Gathering Time Trio, a folk-rock harmony trio best described 
as 'Peter, Paul & Mary – meets – Crosby, Stills and Nash,’ salutes the Jewish musical greats of the rock 
'n' roll era, such as Bob Dylan, Carole King, Simon & Garfunkel, Neil Diamond, Neil Sedaka and others. 

    “Love, Faith and Other Dirty Words.” Wednesday, February 19. A play reading, produced by Theater 
J. This play follows the trail of attraction, love, conflict and compromise as couples navigate courting, 
marriage, and raising children that reveal the complexities of modern faith and romance: Jewish, Catholic, 
Protestant, Hindu, Muslim and Atheist. 

 Hooshir A Cappella and Potomac Fever. Saturday, March 8. Hooshir A Cappella is Indiana University’s 
premiere co-ed A Cappella group with Jewish roots and won first place in the 2013 Kol HaOlam National 
Collegiate Jewish A Cappella Competition. Singing pop, choral and Broadway, Potomac Fever, a 13-
voice a cappella close harmony pop ensemble from the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC, returns to 
the JCCNV with a new set of songs.   

    Richmond Ballet II. Sunday, April 6. Designated “The State Ballet of Virginia,” Richmond Ballet II visits 
the JCCNV for the second year with a new repertory program of classical dance. The tour is underwritten 
in part by the Virginia Commission on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 “Cinder-Rachella.” May 2014. The JCCNV will commission, produce, present and tour the world 
premiere of “Cinder-Rachella,” a family-friendly musical adaptation which celebrates Israeli culture and 
music through the eyes of the iconic fairytale Princess. Written by Leslie A. Kobylinski, with original music 
by Alvin Smithson. Yael Ingel, the JCCNV’s recent Community Shlicha (emissary), consults from Israel. 

 
Other JCCNV Cultural Arts events during the season include: 

 A Bit of Bling. Saturday & Sunday, October 26 & 27. A Jewelry + Trunk Show. A fundraising event to 
benefit JCCNV Cultural Arts programs. 

 Northern Virginia Jewish Book Festival. November 2-13. Featuring visits from 10 local, national and 
international authors. 

 ReelAbilities: Greater DC Disabilities Film Festival. February 6-13. Dedicated to promoting awareness 
and appreciation of the lives, stories and artistic expressions of people with different abilities. 

 JCCNV Comedy Night. Saturday, February 8. Featuring Monica Piper. 

 Northern Virginia Jewish Film Festival. March 20-30. Opening night is Thursday, March 20 at the 
JCCNV. Festival screenings will be held March 22-30 at Angelika Film Center & Café at Mosaic in Fairfax. 

 
The Cultural Arts Department also includes the JCCNV Dance Academy and year-round exhibitions in the Bodzin 
Art Gallery. “We’re also offering a two musical theatre cabaret classes this year,” said Kirsch, “led by DC Cabaret 
Network members and Theatre Lab instructors George Fulginiti-Shakar and Steven Cupo.” This hands-on course 
explores all the elements of creating a successful cabaret act. The grand finale is a showcase featuring individual 
mini-sets developed over the course of the class. 
 
A complete cultural arts schedule and ticket links are posted online at www.jccnvarts.org. Single tickets range 
from $24-$29, with discounts available for JCCNV members, seniors (65+), students and groups of 10 or more. 
Box Office phone is (703) 537-3000 and email is boxoffice@jccnv.org. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities for individuals and businesses are available for all performing arts, book festival and 
film festival events.  Please contact Dan Kirsch at (703) 537-3000 for more information. 
 
-END- 
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About the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia (JCCNV) 
Since 1980, the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia is dedicated to offering quality programs, activities 
and services which emphasize Jewish culture, identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The 
Center is a nonprofit social service organization committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness 
programs guided by Jewish values. The JCCNV is a partner agency of The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington. For more information, please visit us online at www.jccnv.org.  
 
Performing Arts and Book Festival Events will be held in performance spaces in the JCCNV located at 8900 Little 
River Turnpike, Fairfax. All programs and dates are subject to change. 
 
Press Photos 
Please contact Laura Adler, Marketing & Public Relations Director, for production and event photographs. 
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