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JCCNV Performing Arts Series presents EDGEWORKS Dance Theater and a Hootenanny in November 
 
FAIRFAX – The Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia continues its 2012-2013 Performing Arts Series with a 
dance concert by the Washington DC based company EDGEWORKS Dance Theatre on Saturday, November 17, 
and invites the community to participate in a Hootenanny celebrating Woody Guthrie on Monday, November 19. 
 
EDGEWORKS Dance Theater (EDT) is Washington DC's premier all male contemporary dance company of 
predominantely African-American men. The Washington Post has said of their work “Dance that communicates what 
even the most heartfelt words cannot.” EDT aims to break down stereotypes through dance, utilizing a spectrum of 
performances, choreographic and teaching styles, reflecting the diversity of experiences and perspectives of both its 
members and guest artists.  
 
EDT has performed throughout the United States including venues in Arizona, Pennsylvania, New York, Washington 
DC, and in Massachusetts at Jacobs' Pillow Dance Festival; and internationally in Lithuania and Scotland. While 
encompassing physical extremes, EDT's body of performance work is both dynamic and diverse. While pushing 
boundaries, it simultaneously challenges and affirms societal perceptions of male identity, revealing strength and 
vulnerability. 
 
Artistic Director Helanius J. Wilkins, a native of Lafayette LA, is an award-winning choreographer, performance artist, 
and instructor. He was honored with the 2008 Pola Nirenska Award for Contemporary Achievement in Dance for 
artistic excellence at the Metro DC Dance Awards. He is a recipient of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts Local Dance Commissioning Project (in 2002 & 2006). Prior to the founding of EDGEWORKS Dance Theater in 
2001, Wilkins founded Dimensions Dance Company, a Washington DC-based modern dance company he maintained 
from 1995 to 2000. Wilkins will conduct a master class for the JCCNV Dance Company during EDT’s visit to Fairfax. 
 
The EDGEWORKS Dance Theater performance will be held at the JCCNV on Saturday, November 17 at 7:30pm.  
Tickets are $27 for adults, $22 for JCCNV members and seniors (65+), $18 for students and groups.  The master 
class will be held on Friday afternoon, November 16 – call the box office for details. 
 
 
The colorful life and rich musical legacy of Woody Guthrie, widely considered America's greatest folk troubadour and 
songwriter, will be celebrated throughout 2012 which marks the 100th anniversary of Guthrie's birth. Celebrations 
include a broad swath of activities that will take place from California to the New York island, from the redwood forest 
to the Gulf Stream waters — mirroring the words of "This Land Is Your Land," Guthrie's best-known song among 
some 3,000 he wrote. 
 
The JCCNV will host a Hootenanny, a folk-music party on Monday, November 19 at 7:30pm with members of the 
cast of “WOODY SEZ: The Words, Music & Spirit of WOODY GUTHRIE” which plays at Theater J from November 8-
December 2.   

Woodrow Wilson "Woody" Guthrie was an American singer-songwriter and folk musician whose musical legacy 
includes hundreds of political, traditional and children's songs, ballads and improvised works. His best-known song is 
"This Land Is Your Land." Many of his songs are about his experiences in the Dust Bowl era during the Great 
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Depression when Guthrie traveled with migrant workers from Oklahoma to California and learned their traditional folk 
and blues songs, earning him the nickname the "Dust Bowl Troubadour." Guthrie died from complications of 
Huntington's disease, a progressive genetic neurological disorder. During his later years, in spite of his illness, Guthrie 
served as a figurehead in the folk movement, providing inspiration to a generation of new folk musicians. 

Bring your guitar, spoons, mandolins, and harmonicas or other musical instruments and come sing and play along! 
Tickets: suggested donation of $10 per person at the door; $5 if you bring an instrument! Advance tickets of $10 are 
available now. This event is underwritten in part by Connie & Al Pesachowitz.   

 
Fifty percent of the ticket sales from this event will benefit the local chapter of the Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America (http://www.hdsa.org/dc). Huntington’s Disease is a devastating, hereditary, degenerative brain disorder for 
which there is, at present, no effective treatment or cure. HD slowly diminishes the affected individual’s ability to walk, 
think, talk and reason. Woody Guthrie is one of the hundreds of thousands who have been afflicted or affected by HD.  
 
The mission of the JCCNV is to offer quality programs, activities and services which emphasize Jewish culture, 
identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The Center is a nonprofit social service organization 
committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness programs guided by Jewish values. The JCCNV is a 
partner agency of The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. 
 
Single tickets for both events are now on sale online through www.brownpapertickets.com. Programs will be held in 
performance spaces in the JCCNV located at 8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. All programs and dates are subject 
to change. 
 
For more information about the JCCNV Performing Arts Series, visit the website at www.jccnvarts.org or call the 
JCCNV box office at (703) 537-3000. 
 
-END-  
 
 
 
CALENDAR LISTINGS 
 
 
EDGEWORKS Dance Theater 
EDGEWORKS Dance Theater is Washington DC's premier all-male contemporary dance company of predominately 
African-American men. EDT aims to break down stereotypes through dance. While encompassing physical extremes, 
EDT's body of performance work is both dynamic and diverse. EDT pushes boundaries and simultaneously 
challenges and affirms societal perceptions of male identity, revealing strength and vulnerability. 
 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Saturday, November 17, 7:30pm 
Tickets: $27, $22 JCCNV members and seniors (65+), $18 students/college (with ID) and groups of 10+.  
Tickets are now on sale through the JCCNV Box Office at (703) 537-3000 and online at www.jccnvarts.org 
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
 
 
 
Hootenanny 
2012 marks the 100

th
 anniversary of Woody Guthrie’s birth, and his colorful life and rich musical legacy, widely 

considered America's greatest folk troubadour and songwriter, will be celebrated by the Jewish Community Center of 
Northern Virginia with a Hootenanny, a folk music party, on Monday, November 19 at 7:30pm with members of the 
cast of “WOODY SEZ: The Words, Music & Spirit of WOODY GUTHRIE” (which plays at Theater J from November 8-
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December 2.) Bring your guitar, spoons, mandolins, and harmonicas or other musical instruments and come sing and 
play along! Tickets: suggested donation of $10 per person at the door; $5 if you bring an instrument! Advance tickets 
of $10 are available now. This event is underwritten in part by Connie & Al Pesachowitz. One-half of the ticket sales 
will be donated to the local chapter of the Huntington’s Disease Society of America (http://www.hdsa.org/dc).  
 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Monday, November 19, 7:30pm 
Tickets: suggested donation of $10 per person at the door; $5 if you bring an instrument! Advance tickets of $10 are 
available now. Tickets are now on sale through the JCCNV Box Office at (703) 537-3000 and online at 
www.jccnvarts.org 
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
 
 
 
About the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia (JCCNV) 
Since 1980, the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia is dedicated to offering quality programs, activities and 
services which emphasize Jewish culture, identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The Center is a 
nonprofit social service organization committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness programs guided 
by Jewish values. For more information, please visit us online at www.jccnv.org.  
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